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DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL
JUSTICE, ANTHROPOLOGY,
SOCIOLOGY & HUMAN RIGHTS
Programs

• Advanced Admission to Criminal Justice and Human Rights, M.A.
(http://catalog.georgian.edu/graduate/school-arts-sciences/criminal-
justice-human-rights/criminal-justice-ba-criminal-justice-human-
rights-ma/)

• Criminal Justice & Human Rights, M.A. (http://catalog.georgian.edu/
graduate/school-arts-sciences/criminal-justice-human-rights/
criminal-justice--human-rights-ma/)

Courses
Criminal Justice (CJ)
CJ501  Theory & Practice in Criminology  (3 Credits)  
This course will examine the links between leading theories of crime
and criminal justice policy and practice. Students are introduced to the
theory's central concepts, assertions, hypotheses, and a detailed critique
of the theory, with an emphasis on empirical validity. Each theory's
relevance and its potential for controlling and preventing crime and
delinquency is analyzed. Students will thus become familiar with key
research questions and assumptions of theoretical approaches, their
core propositions, challenges for measurement and testing, and the
implications of theory for practice and policy in criminal justice.

CJ503  Criminal Justice & Society  (3 Credits)  
This course provides guidance for advanced analysis of issues in the field
and discipline of criminal justice. Three sets of skills are emphasized in
the course: (1) engaging with social science research, (2) understanding
relevant values and acting ethically, and (3) conducting policy analysis
with an awareness of social impact. The course relies on case studies
to explore varying topical issues from a range of criminal justice realms:
the parameters of crime and other public regulation of behavior, policing,
prosecutions and the courts, corrections, post-conviction experiences,
and community impact. Coverage will vary by semester/

CJ505  Human Rights Law & Policy  (3 Credits)  
Human Rights Law and Policy explores the substance of human rights
law in addition to theoretical and political considerations relevant to the
subject. The intersection of human rights and contemporary criminal
justice theory and practice is a thematic focus of the course. Students
cover the concept of human rights and ethical issues related to use of
human rights law, the structure of international and regional human
rights protection and systems, sources of international human rights, and
application at the state and local level.

CJ510  Research Methods  (3 Credits)  
Presents the nature of methodology employed in social science
research. The course will include the research process and guidelines of
formulating research questions, testable hypotheses, operationalizing
variables and indicators, research design, data collection, and data
analysis.

CJ511  Research Design  (3 Credits)  
Research Design provides students with the necessary tools to design
a research proposal. Students will identify a researchable problem
statement, develop research questions, and devise a research protocol
using the key elements of the research process (i.e., design methodology,
population, sampling, instrumentation, ethics). Students will also become
familiar with the Ethical Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of
Human Subjects of Research.
Prerequisite(s): CJ510.

CJ520  Victimology  (3 Credits)  
An examination of crime and criminology as it deals with the victim.
It includes legal, psychological, and social perspectives. Included is
an analysis of the types of victimization and victimization theories.
Also to be explored is the concept of group victimization, subcultures,
and international victimology. The role of the victim in the criminal
justice process, victim impact statements, victim’s rights and services,
compensation, and techniques of victim avoidance will be discussed.

CJ525  Leadership & Policy Analysis  (3 Credits)  
This course considers leadership and policy analysis skills for
public service professionals, including those in criminal justice and
other governmental agencies and nongovernmental and religious
organizations. The course examines theoretical foundations of leadership
and helps prepare students for challenges they may face as future
leaders, including when crises or disasters impact their government unit
or business.

CJ555  Torture & State Violence  (3 Credits)  
Violence perpetrated by state actors is the subject of this course, with a
specific emphasis on torture and inhuman and degrading treatment. The
course will explore (1) the definition and parameters of such violence;
(2) decision-making by stakeholders related to legal or state-sanctioned
violence; (3) social, political, and personal consequences of violence;
and (4) community and state responses to past violence. Two themes
running through the course will be the social phenomenon of denial and
a question whether the psychological concept of “just-world thinking”
can be applied to societal understandings of a state’s use of violence.
Case studies will include the United States, Northern Ireland, Chile, Israel,
Brazil, and Uruguay.

CJ556  Understanding Terrorism  (3 Credits)  
Terrorism occupies a prominent place in media reports and political
debate. But what exactly is terrorism? How long has it existed? This
course seeks to examine the history of terrorism and its manifestations in
the contemporary world. Definitional problems, relevant social scientific
theories, and an overview of terrorism in history will be explored. We will
cover issues of nationalistic terrorism, religious terrorism and domestic
and special interest group terrorism. The course concludes with an
examination of the political and ethical implications of the “global war on
terror.” The overall focus will be on political and international issues.

CJ560  Post-Conflict Justice  (3 Credits)  
This course covers the relatively new field of transitional justice: the
study and practice of attempts to provide accountability for human rights
abuses, or otherwise “deal with the past,” after periods of conflict or
authoritarian rule. The course provides an introduction to fundamental
themes of transitional justice and addresses central debates surrounding
efforts to end impunity, recognize the suffering of victims of conflict, and
confront the past as a means to avoid repetition. Complex conceptual
questions will be raised related to truth, memory, guilt, responsibility, and
peacemaking.
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CJ565  Select Topic Crim. Justice Human Rights  (3 Credits)  
This course is an in-depth analysis of a selected topic or problem
related to criminal justice and/or human rights. A different topic will
be considered each time offered, enabling the student to explore
contemporary criminal justice and human rights issues. This course may
be repeated and learning outcomes vary.

CJ590  Capstone: Research Project  (3 Credits)  
This course represents a student’s synthesis and evaluation of the
goals and objectives for the Master of Arts in Criminal Justice and
Human Rights. Students will prepare a major project of at least 25 to 30
pages, which may include (a) an evidence-based research paper thesis
(a standard academic thesis research project) that applies the core
curriculum functions and competencies to a related criminal justice and/
or human rights issue or (b) literature review, law review, policy review,
action/advocacy research project, or other major project determined
by the student and faculty advisor. Each of these project options will
be a comprehensive critical analysis of a significant incident related to
criminal justice and human rights, a case problem, or policy/law dilemma.
The student will be supervised by a full-time faculty member, and the
final project will be reviewed by at least one additional full-time faculty
member.
Prerequisite(s): Permission of program director and supervisor; CJ501,
CJ510, and CJ511.

CJ599  Internship Criminal Justice Human Rights  (3 Credits)  
This is a career-based learning experience that enables the graduate
student to gain knowledge and apply specialized work-related theory,
skills, and concepts appropriate to a particular organization. A learning
plan is developed by the instructor and the student, and the student will
submit regular reports and meet periodically with the instructor to review
experiences. Correlated research paper required.
Prerequisite(s): Permission of program director.

Homeland Security (HS)
HS501  Intro Homeland Security: Legal Issues  (3 Credits)  
The events of September 11, 2001, including pre-incident and post-
occurrence activities, have resulted in the U.S. and other nations re-
writing the meaning of national security and the management of reaction
to catastrophe. Included in the U.S. response is the creation of a new
Cabinet level Department of Homeland Security, built from portions of
more than a dozen other agencies and bureaus. This policy-oriented
course is designed to examine the largest re-engineering of the U.S.
Government since post World War II. The creation of the new bureaucracy
responsible for “homeland security” and the impact on the country will
be examined from organizational and legal perspectives. Students will
examine the impact of these developments on state and local resources
committed to “security” in communities and evaluating the strengths—
and weaknesses—of the new “homeland security” efforts on the national,
state, and local levels.

HS515  Computer Applications Homeland Security  (3 Credits)  
The course emphasizes the utilization of computer literacy and
applications, information requirements, acquisition, analysis, modeling,
and data base management; decision support systems and computer
software; networking; telecommunications; remote sensing technologies,
and other emerging technologies related to criminal justice and homeland
security planning and response. Introduces the use of software programs
to search for relationships and patterns in data sets, and to calculate the
statistics needed to draw interpretations and conclusions in research
reports.
Prerequisite(s): HS501 or permission of the program director.

HS520  Preparedness, Prevention & Deterrence  (3 Credits)  
This course focuses on the intersection of strategic plans, incident
management, and intelligence analysis to provide the foundation required
for terrorism preparedness. Topics covered include infrastructure
protection, National Incident Management System, data collection and
analysis techniques, threat and vulnerability assessments, information
sharing, resource planning, intelligence failures, terrorism prevention, and
deterrence.

HS530  Intelligence: Collection, Analysis, Use  (3 Credits)  
This course provides an overview of the role of intelligence in
government, military and business. Students will be introduced to
collection and analysis techniques used by intelligence operatives and
analysts. Coursework will include a project that incorporates data-basing,
collection planning, organizational and link analysis, and structured
analysis techniques. Computer software programs are used to enhance
that analytical product.
Prerequisite(s): HS501 or equivalent.

Faculty
Melanie C. Mogavero, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice; Chair,
Department of Criminal Justice, Anthropology, Sociology, and Human
Rights
Ph.D., M.A., Rutgers University-Newark
M.A., Russell Sage College
B.A., SUNY at Albany

Anna King, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice; Director of the
Criminal Justice and Human Rights Program
Ph.D., Cambridge University, UK
M.A., SUNY, Albany
B.A., Clark University

Cynthia C. Ninivaggi, Associate Professor of Anthropology; Director of the
Women’s Studies Program
Ph.D., Temple University
B.A., University of North Carolina–Greensboro

Marny Requa, Associate Professor of Criminal Justice
J.D., Fordham University School of Law
M.A., University of California Berkeley
B.Sc., Northwestern University

Matthew Sheridan, Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice (part time)
Ed.D., Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
M.A., Montclair University
B.A., Richard Stockton State College


